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EMREX animation video 

Purpose is to briefly explain to students 

(and administrators) what EMREX is all 

about 

EMREX video -> www.emrex.eu 



ERASMUS+ 

“Field trial on the impact of enabling 

easy mobility on recognition of 

external studies” 

What is EMREX? 

Demo 

Field trial 

Evaluation 

What happens next? 

Agenda 
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Facts about the project 

•EU Erasmus+ project (2015-2017) 

•Ministry level initiative 

• Increase student mobility (20%)  

•Recognition of previous studies 

•Electronic and secure transfer of 
student data between HEIs 

•Field trial and evaluation of impact 

•Denmark, Finland, Italy, Norway, 
Poland, Sweden 
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Participants in EMREX 

Steering group with Ministry representatives from 

four countries 

CSC-IT Center for Science (Finland) 

Ladok Consortium, Umeå University and Swedish 

Council for Higher Education (Sweden)  

FSAT, University of Oslo (Norway)  

IT department of the Ministry of Higher Education 

and Science (Denmark)  

University of Warsaw (Poland)  

KION (Italy) 
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Timeline 

2015 2016 2017 
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 Specification  Surveys    Upscaling 

 Developing         Production 

We are  

here 
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Benefits for higher education 

Fast and easy-to-use tool for fetching 

achievement records 

Significantly increases the availability, quality and 

recognition of degrees and credits  

Reduces the risk of overlapping studies  

Diminishes the risk of forged transcripts and/or 

certificates 

Reduces the administrative workload, saving time 

and money 

Promotes student mobility 

Students used to google – demand fast and online services 
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Degree mobility Student mobility Credit mobility 

Eligibility  

Reviewing 

achievement 

records 

Recognition of 

previous studies 

Admission services 

Different types of mobility 
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Demo 

….if it works…. 
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Live Field trial 2016-2017 

Has started, 50+ unique users have used EMREX 

Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark (incoming) and 

Italy (Verona and Siena) participating 

Giving support to students across borders a 

challenge! A “one way in” for questions thru emrex.eu 

with support email. 

Personal contact with co-ordinators and students 

through IRO is recommended.  

Feedback from students, administrators  

and coordinators key to development  

of the EMREX solution! 
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First feedback from student testing 

“Very easy to use!” 

“I had a hard time finding my institution at the 

receiving institution.” (about Swedish NCP) 

“Wow, can I find results from all European 

countries?” 
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Evaluation  

methodology and results 

Opinion of DG EAC (webinar on 2016-06-02) 
... researchers’ role in the project is to give reliable, sound evidence for 

public authorities and practitioners ... 

Research based on the data from administrative 

registers 
– measure the impact of EMREX on recognition rate – number of grades 

(ECTS credits) recognized and its potential change over time 

– data prepared by the universities for the Mobility Tool could not be 

reused 

– data in registries are often not complete and not reliable 

– statistics on the number of outgoing and incoming students for each 

HEI in partner countries were collected and are the most trusted data 

– methodology can be reused on other (better) data sources 

– recommendations prepared for the partners 
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Qualitative research 

– Before and after introduction of EMREX. 

– Based on interviews with administrative staff (IRO, ERASMUS 

coordinators). 

– Positive response to digital system for academic records’ 

transfer. 

– Could significantly speed up the recognition process. 

– Students’ involvement will not be a problem. 

– Scepticism on short-term impact on students mobility. 
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Evaluation  

methodology and results 



ERASMUS+ 

Surveys 
– EMREX evaluation, survey as part of the system 

EMREX users are asked to rate their experience 

“Very quick and straightforward to use” 

„The courses etcetera are all in Swedish” 

“I would like to see some extra information on courses” 

– Survey regarding the recognition process 

Over 750 completed questionnaires so far 

Only 47% students got their transcripts before leaving for home 

Responsibility for  transcript delivery – student in 46% cases 

11% transcripts have not been delivered at all 

Average # of earned credits 31,51; recognised credits 29,21% 

Fast and reliable service most important 
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Evaluation  

methodology and results 
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Willingness to use EMREX 

EMREX is the solution for electronic transfer of student records between higher education 

institutions in Europe. Students can use online tool to transfer their records from their host 

institution to their home institution. If EMREX was available for you, would you be willing to 

use it? 

Yes 
61% 

No 
6% 

I don't know. 
33% 



ERASMUS+ Technical evaluation 

Common data format and solution 

– EMREX-ELMO ver. 1.1 posted on GitHub 

– Example NCP/SMP on GitHub 

Some technical aspects of the project  (data 

format, data compliance with XSD, system 

architecture) are evaluated as the system is 

developed 
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General software components will be evaluated at the final 

stage of the project 

Possible issues 

– Software reuse (open source) 

– Scalability (registry – one central component) 

– Reusing the same format in other European projects) 



ERASMUS+ Future – other scenarios 

Other use scenarios – EMREX a building block 

– Internal national mobility 

– Admission to educational institutions 

– Recruitment for jobs  

– Validation of degrees and diplomas 

– Informal learning 

Further steps 

– Expand to other countries 

– More automatization of recognition, admission, 

recruitment, certification etc. 

Issues to be worked out in a broader perspective 

– Long-lived authentication services for students leaving 

academia 

– Common eID for EU 
18 
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And after the project? 

EMREX components available already today 

– Open source, no licencing costs, in GitHub 

Needed: European organization responsible  

for automatization of administration  

processes behind mobility  

Co-operation with other projects (e.g. ERASMUS 

Without Paper, On-line Learning Agreement) 

Building block for new services 

(automatic recognition, 

admission, recruitment, etc) 

Scaling up to the  

whole of EU and beyond !! 

 

 



ERASMUS+ Additional information 

EMREX website: www.emrex.eu  

EMREX-info mailing list, e.g. monthly reports 

GitHub: https://github.com/emrex-eu/  

Survey for mobile students on recognition 

     https://ankieter.mimuw.edu.pl/en/surveys/81/    

EUNIS pre-conference workshop „Informal 

evangelist meeting on paperless student mobility” 

 https://www.auth.gr/en/node/20219  
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Questions? 
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Backup 
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Logging in to home SMP 
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Home SMP – select country 
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Host NCP – host login 
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Host NCP – select results 
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Host NCP – confirm 



ERASMUS+ 

Home SMP – review import 
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Questionnaire 
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EMREX prehistory 

Collaboration between the Nordic countries 

(Finland, Sweden, Norway and Denmark) began 

more than 10 years ago. 

A couple of earlier attempts at creating a solution 

for electronic transfer 

(EMREX) Prestudy done by Nordforum and 

afterwards decision to start a common project 

Preproposal submitted to EACEA in May 2014 

Project started 1.1.2015 


