
Erasmus Without Paper

Getting ready for the new Erasmus+ 
Programme

The sole responsibility of this publication lies with the project consortium. The European 

Union is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein. 

LC-01560120 CEF-TC-2019-4-001 

Date: June 10th, 2021

Presenter: Janina Mincer-Daszkiewicz



European Digital Student Service 
Infrastructure

EDSSI is the future of student mobility infrastructure, which will provide 

a single point of entry to all academic and non-academic services across 

Europe: simplified administration, faster processes and better mobility 

experience.
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Projects involved:



Erasmus Without Paper
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The Erasmus Without Paper project plays a central role in the 

European Commission’s European Student Card Initiative, a key 

initiative of the European Education Area. 

As part of this initiative, the Commission has announced that all higher 

education institutions participating in the Erasmus+ programme will 

gradually have to start using the EWP Network to exchange student 

mobility data with other higher education institutions participating in the 

new programme (2021-2027).

https://ec.europa.eu/education/education-in-the-eu/european-student-card-initiative_en
https://ec.europa.eu/education/education-in-the-eu/european-education-area_en


Erasmus Without Paper

• Replacing a paper-based
workflow by a digital one.

• Tackling the administrative
workload for students and staff.

• Creating free public 
infrastructure.

• Streamlining technical solutions
for student mobility.
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• Design of the architecture.

• Common set of standards for 

exchanged data.

• User oriented (students, IRO 

staff, digital officers).

• Heldesk for users.

• Support from authorities.

PROBLEMS/REQUIREMENTS SOLUTIONS
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Challenges

• New business requirements→ new API specifications→ new

developments (huge scale of impact!) & new validation tools

• More institutions involved → logistics of registration and authorisation

• More partners in the EWP network→ easy access to information needed

• Other networks → governance, technical issues, transition period

• Changing user needs vs. backward compatibility of technical solutions
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New template for Learning Agreement
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https://wiki.uni-foundation.eu/display/EWP/New+LA+template


New template for Learning Agreement
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• New types of mobilities

• Virtual components

• Automatic recognition

• European Student Identifier (ESI)

• CNRs mandatory



New template for InterInstitutional 
Agreement
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https://wiki.uni-foundation.eu/display/EWP/New+IIA+template


New template for InterInstitutional 
Agreement
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• New option blended mobility for students

• EQL qualification level

• Annual # of mobilities optional

• Additional information required

• CNRs mandatory
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Scale

• Number of institutions expected > 4,000

• Number of APIs expected (will grow ...)

• Number of problems to solve (huge, eg. duplicates)

• Number of questions to answer (huge→ knowledge

base, helpdesk, webinars)



Solutions – Registration Portal

• Server and client endpoints are stored in manifest files and are only partly under 
control of the institutions.

• Verification of the ownership of the manifest file is done at one point in time.

• Legal issues & time consuming.

• Registration Portal will allow authorized representatives of the institution to 
register manifest files (URLs).

• Switching APIs on/off will be left to software.

• Access via eduGAIN.

• Structure of the manifest file will be simplified (one host element per manifest 
with only one institution covered) → ownership.

• Work in progress ...

www.edssi.eu 12



Solutions – New design of the Registry 
web pages

• Easy to find particular HEI and its services by various identifiers (SCHAC, 
PIC, OI, Erasmus code).

• Easy to find HEIs per country.

• Easy to scale with the growing number of HEIs and services.

• Easy to recognize other services (Mobility Tool+, Student Service 
Providers, other networks, etc.)

• Easy to get extra information (like technical contacts, names of providers. 
etc.)

• Work in progress ...
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Other networks

• EWP Network was originally designed for HEI-to-HEI exchange of data on the mobilities under 
the Erasmus+ Programme.

• There are other important services for students and HEIs delivered by service providers or 
networks of service providers.

• These services might also be registered in the EWP Registry to increase their visibility and enable 
discovery by HEIs.
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• First example – the EMREX 
Network.

• Adopting terminology:

• EMREX Client (EMC) replacing
SMP.

• EMREX Data Access Point 
(EMP) replacing NCP.



Other networks – EMREX 
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Other networks – EMREX 
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Other networks – EMREX 
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Conclusions

• Is your institution READY for Erasmus+ Programme 2021-2027?

• Are you part of eduGAIN?

• Is your institution running services for higher education area?

• Remember about the roadmap!
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Thank you
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